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commonwealth as subjects, the formula also results:
Each member of it must be permitted to attain to each
stage of a rank in it (which can fall to the share of a
subject) to which his talent, his diligence and his good
fortune can lead him; and his fellow-subjects are
not permitted to stand in his way by means of a
hereditary prerogative (as..privileged persons fora
certain rank) in order to keep him and his descendants
down under it forever.
As birth is no deed on the part of him who is
born, and consequently he thereby incurs no inequality
of legal condition and no subjection to coercive laws
except those which, as a subject of the sole supreme
legislative power, he has in common with all others: so
there can be no inborn privilege of one member of the
commonwealth as a fellow-subject before another; and
no one can bequeath to his descendants the privilege of
rank which he possesses in the commonwealth, neither
can he consequently forcibly debar them quasi as if they
were qualified by birth for the rank of a gentleman, from
attaining by their own merit to .the higher grades of
subordination (of the superior and inferior, none of which
is, however, impawns., the other being subjects), All
else he may bequeath, which is goods (not concerning
personality) and can be acquired as property and
alienated by him also, and can thus bring about, in a
succession of descendants, a considerable inequality in
means among the members of a commonwealth (of the
mercenary and the tenant, of the landowner and the
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